












Rob Mayer asked why accelerate in a year when we're looking at a reduced budget? 

Tom suggested that we leave the other core activities in the scope of work and next Jook 
at enhancements-assuming there's something of interest. 

John Sullivan emphasized that exploratory analysis doesn ' t necessarily have to be in the 
field, could be in terms of data analysis. Tom Boland added that the fish, macro 
inve11ebrate and vegetation sampling listed is all exploratory sampling-to do it all would 
cost $50-$60 K or more. 

In response to a question about how those 3 relate to the analyses we've moved to top 
pliority, Barry Johnson said there is no specific plan, but it would help how we lay out 
the transition and how it might play into future sampling design. 

John Chick asked if the macro invertebrate cost was figured independent of fish costs, 
and Jennie Sauer replied, "Yes." He suggested calculating cost assuming we go out and 
do fish work at the same time. Barry Johnson replied that time for sampling and labor 
would need to be allowed for and the cost wouldn't go down a heck of a lot. 

Tom asked for any LCU that would be of clitical need for FY03? 

UMESC has capability to do some this year if need be, also aerial photos of lower 
HREPs, but its not necessarily critical at this time. Linda Leake said listed LCU efforts 
are independent of the 2000 LCU underway. 

Mark Pegg brought up more vegetation. He pointed out the floodplain forest stuff cheap 
and it might be prudent to expand it beyond Pool 26 into some of the other pools . John 
Chick agreed, saying there were reasons for expanding sampling in other pools-it's 
considerably different from what we see in IL." Should it be a consideration to expand 
those areas? 

Summary of suggested enhancements: 

1. Move sampling design analysis by a statistical consultant--move up to #1. 
2-. Do core activities under A. 
3. 3. Enhance fish, vegetation, and macro invertebrate sampling in out pools with a 

caveat to include invertebrate sampling with fish if possible to reduce cost. 
4. Higher priority for water quality effort, start earlier to capture spring flood flush, 

and figure costs of the additional parameters recommended-- suggested nitrate 
series, ammonia, nitrate, etc. 

5. Take out for LCU and bathymetry except consider including completion of Pool 5 
drawdown . 

7. 6. Do enhancements for vegetation and invertebrates with some exploratory 
work on floodplain vegetation. John Sullivan emphasized again that he is 
opposed to all exploratory sampling until analyses are complete. Kevin Stauffer 



said he was leaning the same way, especially in a reduced budget situation. Leslie 
said exploratory efforts, not sampling. Look at the planning for FY04 and link it 
to the analysis to lay out sampling plans for 04. John Sullivan asked why 
exploratory sampling could not be done in the existing 6 study reaches. BaITy 
Johnson clarified that we would not be testing techniques; we would be getting 
new information we don't have. 

Tom Boland asked-"if we don't do exploratory sampling, what should we do instead? 
John Sullivan said look at what we dropped in 02, 03, fish, vegetation, and water quality 
sampling and other things, like bathymetry is high priority. "I don't support any outpool 
sampling this fiscal year," he said. "There is plenty of money already identified such as 
the statistical consulting and additional bathymetry. I'm opposed to outpool sampling 
until we've completed important analyses. I'm not opposed to getting information, but 
this year isn't the time." 

John Chick commented that the selected Pools are the exact area of river we don't have 
information for. "We can't do an analyses that will tell us anything about those pools," 
he said. John Sullivan asked, Which component is more important to monitor?" Mark 
Pegg said we don't know. John Sullivan asked why couldn't we base the exploratory 
work on the 6 study reaches we already have to determine what is important to monitor?" 
Jenny Sauer said, "We know nothing in that stretch for pool 19-in Open River we 
monitored for 10 yrs and got nothing. Are there benthics there or is there some other 
method we should be using?" 
Once UMESC sends costs and Tom Boland looks at comments, he will get a letter out. 
Tom Boland said he's willing to call anyone to discuss comments, especially if they are 
really opposed to something. E-mail Tom Boland with your comments. 

Science Planning Update 

BaITy Johnson sent out e-mail including attachments and output from the January 9, 2003 
meeting. Mark Cornish asked how it stacked up with the 13 big picture questions 
generated in HNA process? BaITy had not yet specifically matched that up yet. He 
mentioned that next Tuesday Pat Heglund, Brian Ickes, and he were going to Rock Island 
to talk to USFWS. At EMPCC Leslie would cover it. 

Team Leaders repo1teo. field stations all on schedule with data and 10-yr repo1t. BaITy 
said UMESC is looking at filling Dave's position. Nothing will happen before he leaves. 
They're trying to get position description together now, but it will be months before it's 
filled. 

Report to Congress (RTC) 
Mark Cornish reported for Roger Perk. RTC-1 st 3 draft chapters ready for discussion at 
EMPCC. There will be a final draft by the end of July, ready for review and comments. 
The RTC is going towards a status and trends report for next fiscal year- will use some 
RTC material in Status and Trends Report. 



Next Meeting 

There was general consensus that an additional face-to-face A-Team meeting to discuss 
FY03 work was unwarranted, given the small difference in funded work between the 
$12.2 and $15 million scenarios. 

The next Team meeting will be face to face, April 22- 23, 2003 (to be finished by noon 
on 23rd), in La Crosse (with Leslie and UMESC staff there). 

Tom Boland also wants us to consider face-to-face meeting in July to look at the FY04 
budget and scope of work. Bob Hrabik asked for meeting time to update everyone on 
changes at Open River and work with new experimental sampling gears. Boland said he 
will be asking for agenda items later and will try to work it in. It was suggested Hrabik 
bring his MRRC poster about fish/habitat relationships to the A-Team meeting. The 
poster by Barko, Palmer, Herzog, and Hrabik is titled "Relationships Between Fish 
Communities, Habitat Types, and Environmental Gradients." 

The conference call adjourned at 11 am. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Terry Dukerschein 
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LTRMP Fish Component staff 

Brian S. Ickes 

2003 Spring Fish Component meeting agenda 

First, please disregard my previous memo and agenda dated 8 April 2003 . Emerging travel related issues 
have made that proposed meeting unworkable. 

We will convene our annual Fish Component Meeting in Onalaska, WI on April 23, 2003. Technical staff 
will convene a technical session all day on the 23 rd while the Field Station Directors and I attend the A­
Team meeting. Within the technical session, Andy Bartels will lead discussions and briefings on FY02 
sampling, FY03 sampling needs and logistics, and observations from FY02 sampling with a reduced suite 
of gear types. With upcoming report deadlines looming, Andy will also brief the attendees at the technical 
session on Urvt:ESC review and product tracking procedures, and Georgina Ardinger will make a brief 
presentation on effectively interfacing with the editorial review staff at Urvt:ESC. Lastly, the afternoon of 
the technical session is set aside for discussion and orientation on the Electronic Data Entry Application. 

Following the A-Team meeting, we will all convene again for a short evening meeting. I wish to keep this 
as brief as possible. My goal here is to simply have each analysis team b1ief the rest of the component on 
where they are at, where they are going, and what they have found. I'd like to keep each team briefing to 
15 minutes. 

I have chosen to drop the "programmatic uncertainties" portion of the previous agenda at this time. Once 
the A-Team and EMPCC meetings are behind us, I will arrange a briefing on these topics via 
teleconference in needed. 

Please note changes in meeting location and times within the attached agenda. Have a safe trip and see 
you soon. 



Agenda 
LTRMP Fish Component Annual Meeting 

April 23, 2003 

Technical session 

UMESC East Campus conference room 
Onalaska, WI 54650 

UMESC East Campus conference room 
Morning session (8am - 11am) 
Chair: Andy Bartels 

Welcome and Role Call 

Pool reports from FY02 sampling 

Logistics for FY03 sampling 

Observations on gear reductions in 2002 

Technical / peer-review and product tracking procedures 

Inte1facing with editorial review staff at UMESC 

Afternoon session (12pm - 4pm) 
UMESC East Campus conference room 
Chair: Andy Bartels 

Electronic Data Entry Application Workshop 

Information Session 
Evening session (6pm - 8pm) 
UMESC East Campus conference room 
Chair: Brian Ickes 

Welcome and Role Call 

Analysis Team Reports 
Data Management 
10-year Report 
Exotics 
Life History 
Autecology 
Synecology 

Bartels 

All 

All 

All 

Bartels 

Ardinger 

Bartels / Hansen 

Ickes 

Bartels 
Bowler 
Irons 
O'Hara 
Kirby 
Hrabik/lckes/Chick/Pegg 
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