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overhead assessment. The USGS is willing to pay 15%, while SIU wants 24%. The difference is 
$54,000 for FY2000, a significant amount in the field station budget. 

John Barko suggested that aquatic vegetation in the UMR responds to longer term conditions and 
doesn't need to be sampled every year. Walt Popp and Bob Delaney said that the vegetation 
monitoring is in transition between transect surveys and stratified-random sampling. The intent 
is to evaluate three years of SRS data before dropping the transect sampling, or changing the 
periodicity of vegetation monitoring. 

Fred Kronin reported that the Pool 26 field station moved last spring and greatly reduced their 
building lease cost. They don't have a full-time field team leader. Fred is acting team leader and 
is also the fish component specialist. They are down to the bare bones, with old equipment in 
need of replacement. The old equipment is causing some down time and costing too much to 
repair. They have reduced their research activities, presentations, and travel to stay within their 
budget. 

Ken Brummet reported for Bob Hrabik, of the Missouri Open River field station. They are down 
to 4 full time employees. They anticipate a tight but doable year. The Missouri DOC may assist 
with some outside funding to assist in retaining people at the field station. 

Other Business 
Bob Delaney announced that Norm Hildrum is retiring on August 20. Norm's retirement will 
result in salary savings that can be applied against the $840,000 Center cuts. 

Terry Dukerschein noted that an article about the LTRMP, "Taking the Great River's Pulse" 
appeared in the Wisconsin Natural Resources magazine this month. 

Bob Delaney said that draft study plans have been prepared for all monitoring components. Jerry 
Skalak said that the Corps will use the USGS study plans to prepare the scope of work for 
FY2000 LTRMP activities that will be included in the Interagency Agreement for funds transfer. 
John Barko suggested that the FY2000 scope of work should include the annualized cost of 
equipment needed for monitoring work. Purchase requests could be made ready to use when end 
of FY funds become available. 

--Bob Delaney said the Center had always in the past includeclnecessary equipment m me ouoget 
to support operations but as everyone knows when the Corps unilaterally decided to reduce the 
LTRMP budget over a three year period to approximately one third or less than existing level, all 
equipment purchases were frozen except those safety related items for protection of life and limb. 
An equipment refreshment will be necessary to "catch up" to the standard life cycle equipment 
replacement in annual budget. This was clearly stated in the Strategic Plan and again in the 
restructuring supportive material included with the May A-Team mailing. 
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Information Needs Assessment 
Jerry Skalak reported that the Rock Island District has been assigned administrative management 
responsibility for the INA by Mississippi Valley Division, and that St. Paul District and the 
USGS will co-lead the technical work. Bob Delaney remarked that the LTRMP strategic plan 
went through a 18 month agency input and review process and provides direction for the LTRMP 
program under a fixed funding level. Dan Wilcox pointed out that the strategic plan describes 26 
LTRMP activities, but does not provide specifications for information to be obtained. The 
Analysis Team after discussion recommended that a team consisting of at least Carl Korschgen, 
Jim Weiner, Chuck Theiling (USGS), Fred Kollman (NRCS), Jerry Skalak, Tom Pullen, Dan 
Wilcox (Corps of Engineers), and Ken Brummett (MO, representing state interests for the 
LTRMP Analysis Team) meet in September to further develop the scope of work for the INA. 

Ken Brummett acknowledged the need to agree upon a scope of work for the INA. Bob Delaney 
suggested that the priorities of work for an expanded LTRMP could be revealed by the INA. On 
a related note, Ken Brummett read a note from John Wetzel, who could not attend the Analysis 
Team meeting. John wrote that the INA is different than planning for the LTRMP, given the 
need to consider funding. The INA should identify information needed in the long term for river 
management. Bob Delaney noted that the INA and the HNA are planning efforts that will require 
about two years to complete, while at the same time the LTRMP needs to move forward under 
the reauthorized EMP. 

Scott Whitney noted that the Analysis Team has already agreed that bathymetry and sediment 
elevation monitoring should be the first work to be funded back into the LTRMP. Ken 
Brummett suggested that some obvious information needs such as high-resolution floodplain 
elevation data are large survey efforts that could be conducted over several years, and are 
therefore somewhat flexible in their conduct. Dan Wilcox noted increasing interest in 
quantifying the hydrologic regime, and that development of a synthetic unregulated historical 
hydrograph would allow application of the existing Indices of Hydrologic Alteration, another 
task that could be implemented flexibly under contract. Dan also suggested that the outstanding 
field station equipment needs are a high priority for application of additional LTRMP funds. 
Bob Delaney noted that, with Corps funding from non-EMP sources, the LTRMP land cover/land 
use database for the UMRS is now complete. 

Field Station Management Support Activities 
Bob Delaney distributed a package describing management support activfties at field stations that 
contribute to understanding river ecology and support river management. Fred Kronin said that 
the Alton field station list should be updated. Bob Hrabik will make a combined field station 
presentation to the EMPCC on this subject, and to the Analysis Team at the next meeting. 

LTRMP and EMPCC Charters 
Ken Brummett reported that there has been no action on charter revisions since the February 
EMPCC meeting in St. Louis. Barb Naramore of the UMRBA has revised the charters. Bob 
Delaney said that the charter revisions have been delayed pending EMP reauthorization. Bob 
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mentioned the need to renew the Department of the Interior/Department of the Anny 
memorandum of agreement for the LTRMP once reauthorization is complete. 

Agency Reports 
Jerry Skalak said that Mississippi Valley Division intends that Rock Island District take an 
increased leadership role with EMP. Rock Island District transferred $125,000 to the USGS to 
maintain bathymetric survey and sediment staff reporting capabilities. 

Bob Delaney announced that the USGS has a new director, Jerry Groat, who is advocating 
increased integration of the USGS organization among the Water Resources, Mapping, Geology, 
and Biological Resources divisions. A USGS large rivers initiative is planned for FY0l. Bob 
reported that he recently attended a meeting in where state and federal stakeholders are 
considering an EMP for the lower Mississippi River. 

Bill Bertrand reported that Butch Atwood has been sampling rock structures and has found blue 
suckers using the constructed riffle habitat. 

Ken Brummet is taking over large river management activities for Gordon Farabee. Ken is 
conducting a mark-recapture study of flathead catfish. Silver carp, an introduced Asian species, 
is apparently reproducing in the UMR, as evidenced by juvenile silver carp caught recently in a 
tributary to Pool 22. 

Terry Dukerschein reported that marked bluegills have been showing up in the Pool 8 Islands 
HREP area, having moved into the new habitat from farther up the pool. Aquatic vegetation is 
increasing in Pools 7 and 8. A UMRCC Vegetation Symposium is scheduled for September 21-
22 at the Radisson Hotel in LaCrosse. Terry recently attended an international wild rice 
conference. Conference participants are preparing a wild rice range distribution map, and have 
requested information about its present and former distribution. 

Walt Popp reported that the Minnesota field station vegetation specialist surveyed vegetation in 
small-scale drawdown ponds and has prepared a report. They trained USFWS staff in LTRMP 
vegetation sampling protocols. The Minnesota field station is now connected to the internet. 

+------_.....Dan_WJlc_o_x_said that the St. Paul District has arranged a River Mechanics workshop, to he held 
October 5, starting at 0900, at the USFWS office in Onalaska, Wisconsin. The workshop on 
fluvial dynamics, river hydraulics, and simulation technologies will be presented by John 
Gulliver, director of the St. Anthony Falls Hydraulics Laboratory, University of Minnesota. The 
workshop is intended for river resource managers. 

Next Meeting 
The next Analysis Team meeting will be held on November 9 and 10, 1999, in Onalaska, 
Wisconsin. 

The Analysis Team meeting adjourned at 1630 on August 16. 
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Attendance List 
LTRMP Analysis Team Meeting August 16, 1999 
Pere Marquette Lodge Grafton, Illinois 

Name 

Robert Delaney 
Jerry Skalak 
Scott Whitney 
Dan Wilcox 
John Barko 
Ken Brummett 
Terry Dukerschein 
Walt Popp 
Todd Koel 
Bill Bertrand 

Respectfully submitted, 
Dan Wilcox 

Agency. Location 

USGS UMESC Onalaska WI 
Corps Rock Island IL 
Corps Rock Island IL 
Corps St. Paul MN 
Corps WES Vicksburg MS 
Missouri DOC Hannibal MO 
Wisconsin DNR Lacrosse WI 
Minnesota DNR Lake City MN 
Illinois NHS Havana IL 
Illinois DNR Aledo IL 
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Telephone 

608-783-7550 
309-794-5605 
309-794-4386 
651-290-5276 
601-634-3 654 
573-248-2530 
608-783-6169 
651-345-3331 
309-543-6000 
309-582-5611 
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