Topography

Topography is known to affect distribution of plants and thus the birds that use them for cover, food, nesting, and other life history requirements.  However, rarely are topographic considerations included in habitat modeling; when topography is considered, usually this consideration is limited to elevation, slope, and aspect.  Ruggedness of terrain and slope position, two other areas of topography, are important because they influence microclimate, cover from predation, susceptibility to disturbance by humans.  These additional areas we consider in our current modeling exercise.
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