Climate

Climate is one of the fundamental determinants of a species range.  For many species, habitat exists beyond their distributional limits that would be suitable for occupancy but for the deleterious effects of climate.

Climate data was supplied by the Canadian Forest Service.  They derived spatially-explicit climate data layers for North America from thin plate spline smoothing algorithms applied to weather station data.  Their approach accommodated local spatial autocorrelation and topographic effects.
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